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The best ideas are more exciting 


in concrete 
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Impressive new home office of Mutual Insurance Company of Hartford, Hartford, Connecticut. Architects: Sherwood, 
Mills & Smith, Stamford, Connecticut. Structural Engineers: Werner-Jensen and Korst, Stamford, Connecticut. 


Precast concrete and sand molds 
make “sculptured. walls” come easy! 


To achieve the striking design effect pictured here, the architects chose precast concrete. 
With it they turned the fronting wall of the building into an heroic bas-relief. 

Famed sculptor Costantino Nivola “carved” the designs in damp sand. Cast 
directly from these sand molds in 132 panels, the concrete captured all the detail and 
rich texture of the original sculpture. Color variations on buff-toned background 
increase the feeling of depth. 

This is just one example of how today’s architects are using concrete to create 
outstanding decorative effects in buildings of every purpose, every size and type. 







PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 111 West Washington Street, Chicago 2, Illinois 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete 

















Telephone Planning 








You can tell prospec- 
tive home-buyers that 
phone wiring is concealed. 
And that there are handy out- 
lets for plug-in phones throughout the 
house. This means they can change phone 
locations without drilling holes in walls. 
That you are providing for their future 
telephone needs. 

Illinois Bell is telling home-buyers about 
the convenience of Telephone Planning 
through its advertising. Your customers will 
be looking for these conveniences, so be 
‘ sure you include Telephone Planning in 
your homes. It’s inexpensive to install while 
you're building. 

Call us during your planning stages, and 
we'll help you include Telephone Planning 


TELEPHONE 
PLANNED 
HOMES 


a 





in your blueprints. We’ll be happy to work 
right along with you. In Chicago, call 
RAndolph 7-3351. Outside Chicago call your 
Bell Telephone Business Office. 








Curved streets are one of many features in Brook- 
forest Subdivision near Joliet. All the 1,250 homes 
will be Telephone Planned. 











Builder Luke Fogarty 
knows the value of 
features like Telephone 
Planning. He makes sure 
prospects know about 
them, by pointing 

them out. 





ILLINOIS BELL TELEPHONE 












Michaels window pivots 360% cleans quickly! 





With Michaels’ Aluminum Vertically Pivoted Window (VPA-1), the 
outside can be cleaned from the inside — quickly, safely. Unlocked 
with a key, the window pivots 180° and automatically relocks for 
washing. Then, the window unlocks, pivots 180° and 
locks once more at the original. position. Equally suit- JOY ( 
able for masonry or metal wall construction, the VPA-1 | 
is weather-tight and guaranteed. Details on request. || @=1— 
THE MICHAELS ART BRONZE CO.,P.O. Box 668, Covington, Ky. 






































COVER ... this month the levitous lines 
of Adrian Lozano delineate the evolution of 
the architect from the Neanderthal to the 
nebulous tomorrow—at which point, pre- 
sumably, we start over again. 
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LETTERS 


May 20, 1960 

Dear Editor: 

I was amazed to find in the 
May, 1960, INLAND ARCHITECT 4 
full page ad on page 48 of a 
building “designed and built by 
Ragnar Benson, Inc.,” and on 
page 53 “The Anderson Package 
—a complete one-source solution 
—layout, design.” 

On page 84, Rea Esgar dis- 
cusses ways “to wipe out the 
package dealer” and how “the 
architect is to do an ethical, hon- 
est job in the best interest of the 
owner.” 

We are constantly combating 
the package dealer and consider 
him unethical and dishonest. 
How, then, can architects con- 
tinue to do business with him, 
condone him, and even allow his 
advertising to appear in our 





semi-private professional publi- 
cation? 

We fight such package opera- 
tions right down the line and 
then offer him a helping hand in 
his advertising campaign to 
wipe out architects! 


Yours very truly, 
Duane Barr Rowe 


The month under discussion was 
the Honor Awards issue wherein 
INLAND ARCHITECT, normally 24 pages, 
grew by virtue of a sizable insert from 
the Chicago Association of Commerce 
& Industry. This insert was all assem- 
bled on a different paper, ready for 
binding into our cover. Unfortunately, 
no chance to rearrange or delete such 
ads. We all are grateful for Mr. 
Rowe’s watch-dogging. — 

THE EDITOR 


June 14, 1960 

Dear Editor: 
Chicago's architectural herit- 
age is fast disappearing and the 
recording project is having a 








difficult time getting data and 
pictures before some of our gems 
are razed. 

A supporting fund for this 
work has been contributed as 
follows: National Park Service, 
$500; Commission on Chicago 
Architectural Landmarks, Wil- 
liam Jones Smith Foundation, 
and Chicago Chapter AIA, each 
$250—for a total of $1250. Our 
chapter acts as fiscal agent from 
June 15 through October 31. 
Modest remuneration is now 
available, $1250 for each HABS 
form filled out. (HABS means: 
Historic American Buildings Sur- 
vey.) Remaining funds after ex- 
penses will be used to publish a 
descriptive book of recorded sub- 
jects to be issued later. 

About 30 subjects from our 
large list remain unassigned. To 
produce these in accordance 
with the high standard set for 
Library of Congress deposit 
(copies for AIA, NPS, National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, 
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and Burnham Library) every- 
one’s help is earnestly requested. 

Here’s an opportunity to take 
part in recording Chicago’s fast 
disappearing heritage in all its 
phases, early and late, so please 
get in touch immediately with 
Earl Reed, FAIA, at 343 S. Dear- 
born or WA 2-7328. Philadelphia 
and New York are conducting 
similar surveys—let’s get it done 
before it’s too late! 


Earl H. Reed, Chairman 
Preservation Committee, AIA 


EDITORS NOTE: We presume other 
committee members will also welcome 
your enthusiasm. We just learned that 
Edgar Lundeen of Bloomington has 
worked with Earl Reed on this and 
we suspect he would have interesting 
data on center and downstate histories. 
We've asked his partner, Dean Hil- 
finger to squeeze a story out for a 
future issue. We did the Presbyterian 
church that Ed Campbell gathered 
and we'd like to have more from this 
group. We're publishing a reproduction 
of a typical HABS sheet so you can 
get an idea of what’s being done. 
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(notable features) cont'd, elaboration of detail in doorways, windows 
and interior features as well as by the lavout of the extensive formal 
gardens, It has deen cornices and low wines with identical front and 
garien porticoed entrances at either emi of a central hall, Gach of 


the pedixented porticoes has a palladian window in its misticated tym { 


panum and shelters a baloony having a Chinese balustrade, The large 
octagonal cupola surmounted by an urn with four urns around its base, 
combined with elaborately framed dormers flanked with carved woden 
console brackets cowplicates what otherwise would have been a simple, 
dignified structure, 


(historical) cont'd. the height of opulence in the moment just at the 
end of the Revolution and of the adoption of the Pederal Constitution 
and has survived intact. As one of the leading mansions of one of the 
thirteen coloni it was r ded by the NPS Advisory Board to be 
included with other famous structures as a National Historic Site, 
Through the generosity of Avalon Foundation, ani through the coopera~ 
tion of Mr. and Mrs, John Ridgely, the mansion and grounds were 
donated to the Nation in 1948. The structure was rehabilitated, 
strengthened an:. restored br the National Park Service from funds 
donated by the Avalon Foundation. Upon completion of the restoration 
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the certainty he needs. 


All property eventually changes hands... 
a matter of concern to the architect who 
knows that functionalism and design must 
combine to represent sound, long-term invest- 


ment value. 
better... always... with 


GENUINE LATH AND PLASTER 


THE LATHING FOUNDATION OF CHICAGO 
221 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 1, Illinois 


Real Estate sales and loans must offer long- 
term security...a characteristic of GENUINE 
LATH and PLASTER... its durability and ease 
of maintenance give the buyer and lender all 













CONTINGENT CONTRACTS 


@ The Memo from the Octagon 
of May 9, 1960 contained a 
“Guide for Professional Conduct 
on Urban Renewal Programs.” 
Reading through this we find 
that it is aimed principally at 
Contingency Contracts, and the 
undesirability—if not violation of 
Professional Ethics—in the enter- 
ing into Contingency Contracts. 

By Contingency Contracts we 
mean the performing of profes- 
sional service on the basis that 
if the job proceeds we will re- 
ceive remuneration and the con- 
tract for doing certain work. 
Necessarily this is a “foot-in-the- 
door” procedure and it is not 
difficult to sell professional serv- 
ices when they are apparently 
tree—at least at the outset. How 
good this professional service is, 
is not necessarily the point, but 
it is certain that the price is 
right for the owner to proceed 
with even a fragmentary pro- 
gram, or for one that is not too 
well studied. 

Part of the problem develops 
in the owner's inability to set up 
a budget or to make funds avail- 
able for preliminary work. Much 
of the program is based on the 
Grant in Aid from the Federal 
Government to reimburse cer- 
tain costs. It is impossible to 
establish these costs until some 
program is evolved, and at some 
stages until certain planning is 
done. Urban Renewal Commis- 
sions, however, are part of city 
government, and tax rates within 
that city certainly can appro- 
priate monies for the operation 
of these bodies, as well as to 
defray initial expenses even if 
these expenses are reimbursable. 

The problem is not confined, 
nor only common, to Urban 
Renewal programs. We find it 
creeping—if not already in—to 
other Governmental units. 
School Boards, Public Works 





Boards, County Agencies, and 
Universities are using, or at- 
tempting to use, the contingency 
basis as not only a program for 
securing preliminary plans, but 
in some instances even calling 
for working drawings to be 
made. Such contracts with 
Architects, in the eyes of the 
Institute, are not ethical, and 
from the standpoint of the prac- 
ticing office, constitute a threat 
and a danger. The collapse of 
one or two jobs during the ap- 
propriation stage would spell 
disaster financially for most 
firms. 


Fiscal Futility 


The financial position of the 
State of Michigan within the 
past few years, could probably 
be traceable to such irresponsi- 
ble contractual negotiations on 
the parts of their various state 
agencies in exceeding appropria- 
tions and in assuming that all 
would be well no matter what 
they did in the manner of award- 
ing contracts. It is exceedingly 
easy to look at a budget and look 
at the cash flow of any corpora- 
tion and decide that it is per- 
fectly safe to let contracts that 
can be paid for in future years 
because appropriations have al- 
ways been in a certain manner 
and budgets made in a similar 
manner. The catch is that having 
many departments operating un- 
der this circumstance, they soon 
overextend themselves and over- 
spend their appropriations for 
several years to come. As in the 
State of Michigan, the sudden 
rude awakening in the State 
came when they found their con- 
tractual obligations for exceeded 
their budgets, and far exceeded 
tax income from the State 
proper. 





Our public laws are made for 
the protection of public invest- 
ment. The techniques set out 
therein are safeguards. Any at- 
tempt to circumvent them 
merely leads to an illustration 
of what happened before the 
laws were instituted. A return to 
good common sense in this mat- 
ter is quite essential. 

All governmental units should 
develop definite techniques of 
proper establishment of con- 
struction programs. It is appar- 
ent and well known that every- 
one must be paid for the work he 
does. If an Architect is to be 
employed, and he certainly is 
required at the very early stage 
of any project, an appropriation 
must be made for his fee. The 


, legal advisors to any civic body 


are remiss if they do not see that 
such an appropriation is made 
and a source of income estab- 
lished for this money. That 
source of income will provide, 
through the tax budget, for pre- 
liminary work especially; and 
for the bulk portion of the con- 
tract the monies could be taken 
from the Bond Issue. 

The premise goes back to the 
fact that a man who is not paid 
for the work he does, does not 
produce his best work. If he is 
not secure in his position that 
he will get remuneration for the 
time he has spent and for the 
ideas he has propounded, he 
will spend neither the necessary 
time nor express his best ideas. 
Further, the hiring board does 
not have its best weapon for 
hiring the best service, and that 
is to have something to offer to 
the professional man. If all they 
can offer is a promise and a 
threat to his professional integ- 
rity in the form of a Contingency 
Contract, they cannot expect to 
get the most for their final dol- 
lar spent. O 
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On A Saturday Afternoon 


@ We received a unique an- 
nouncement in late May which 
really drew our attention. The 
intricacies of many watches were 
very beautifully drawn in ran- 
dom pattern. It was a joint 
invitation from International 
Minerals & Chemicals Corpora- 
tion in Skokie and Perkins and 
Will to come see, sup and sigh 
in IMC’s new buildings. We 
thought of the old story about 
the considerate husband who 
gave his wife an empty watch 
case saying “I'll give you the 
works later, dear.” 

Saturday afternoon, June 4th, 
we decided to see what Larry 
Perkins had worked up for their 
important 25th Anniversary. 
Even before getting into the 
main plaza area, we could see 
we were in for an exciting time. 
The approach is ample, well flow- 
ered and treed and has most 
interesting short light standards. 
After parking (in a nearby stall 
recently vacated, which prob- 
ably helped start us off on the 
right foot) we strolled thru the 
precise gardens noting paving 
textures, the reflecting pool, 
geraniums and petunias in pro- 
fusion (but not confusion), and 
then into the hall where we 
saw Larry Perkins, the expansive 
buffet table and the exhibits. 

We decided the exhibits mer- 
ited our first attention, so we 
roamed thru the excellently ar- 
ranged islands of boards and 
models. We had to play with 
the illuminated high school lay- 
out and secretly wished our 
clients might break down once 
in a while and want good models 
like that. What was particularly 
nice was lots of walking space 
with “vistas” to lead us to see 
other and eventually all exhibits. 
And did you notice the theme of 
the wall was reproduced in an 
inversion in the window drape? 
A nice motif and well handled. 
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Our friends got hungry, so we 
sampled the buffet table (not 
the pink and turquoise bread, 
however — that’s too much for 
us). We took our plates outside 
to a table, then immediately 
back in—the rains came. So, on 
to the sunken reception area 
where we found seats under 
exotic bulbs and split leaf philo- 
dendrons — and _ incidentally in 
front of another huge buffet 
table. This one had the same 
fare as the other but we sampled 
it just to be certain. 


One way we found it easy to 
see all the building we were 
supposed to see was to look for 
our friends who were always 
getting lost. We weren't lost, as 
we knew where we were, but 
they didn’t. This led us into the 
executive dining room which is 
a very dignified and beautifully 
proportioned salon for about two 
dozen VIP’s. Our hostess, who 
had picked us up because we 
looked lost, told us the delicate 
light fixture with seed sized 
bulbs was all one wire, and the 
stones imbedded in plastic in 
the window shoji were sample 
mineral bits handled by the 
company. An excellent touch 
and just the right place for it. 


Not finding our friends in this 
excursion, we retraced our steps 
down the corridor, past the 
rough contemporary painting in 
blues, maroon and purple which 
should be seen at forty feet (and 
maybe four thousand) rather 
than so close, and into our favor- 
ite lobby again. Another lobby 
was beckoning beyond and in- 
stead of our friends, we saw 
a welded sculpture by Eldon 


.Danhausen and a pool which 


combination was exciting and 
vital, with water bubbling softly 
and a chartreuse spot with ba- 
cillus patterns teasing one end 





of the sculpture. A little con- 
trived, but pleasant. 

All of a sudden our friends 
emerged from their respective 
necessaries and we all went ele- 
vating to the top story to see 
how these VIP’s lived. The vari- 
ous VP’s and assistants were 
housed in luxurious offices, each 
colored to individual taste. An- 
other guide told us the colors 
the men chose fit their person- 
alities, in her opinion. We saw 
a gray room and asked her to 
confirm her idea, which she did. 
No names on the doors, so we 
guessed one never enters a VIP 
office without the support of a 
secretary or hostess. Or maybe 
the turnover is terriffic between 
Chicago and other offices of the 
firm’s international network. 

A few random thoughts which 
came to us during and after our 
visit: What a beautiful land- 
scaping on the west side. We 
didn’t see any covered car shel- 
ter to keep the VIP’s dry—we 
could have used same that after- 
noon. 


The lighting was very nicely 
done—even and not too intense 
—perhaps too spotty in the main 
lobby with dozens of small 
square surface mounted glass 
bowls. Much better in the din- 
ing room. 


A brick patterned wall is much 
better when not punctured with 
glass brick. The clay mosaic 
walls in the elevator areas are 
much too confusing and vibrat- 
ing to the eye. If a disgruntled 
employee or customer had to 
wait for an elevator, he would 
really be mad by the time the 
doors opened. 


We'd like to have the mainte- 
nance concession for the glass 
and grass. There are acres of each 
and we prefer the grass, as it 
doesn't have to be hidden by 
equal acres of drapes. We must 


be nature lovers at heart, as the 
vast green areas gave us a Ssiz- 
able lift emotionally. 

Why so many lobbies? 

We didn’t realize the buildings 
are two years old. It just goes to 
show a spanking new building 
isn't always at its best for quite 
a while. 

It seems the Government's 
taxing system has led to better 
and better corporation housing 
—deductions are turning up in 
the shape of lawns, flowers, mill- 
work, fine furniture, paintings 
and sculptures, etc. We feel the 
first kudos should go to the 
client—see how wonderfully he 


cooperated with the Architect. . 


We love clients of this rare type, 
don’t you? O 


Architects Are 
Advertising Again 


In this issue Rea Esgar dis- 
cusses frankly the pros and cons 
of advertising vs good public re- 
lations for our profession. We 
saw recently in the March “In- 
diana Architect” a clear and con- 
cise chart outlining the ethical 
possibilities and limitations for 
publicity by the individual and 
the Institute thru newspapers, 
magazines, radio and television, 
brochures and reprints, speeches 
and panels, and convention op- 
portunities. 

We got quite a jolt°on looking 
thru the “New World” for June 
10th, 1960. 

It’s a building supplement to 
their regular issue, over fifty 
pages of photos, stories, and ads. 
The jolt came when we saw two 
of the larger architectural offices 
had ads and the back page lists 
twenty-one architects, at least 
eight of which are AIA mem- 
bers, with the heading “Our 
Trademark,” Distinction in De- 
sign. 

How can this advertising be 
rationalized? We'd like to know, 
as we have knowingly passed up 
several opportunities like this. 
Any one like to answer this 
one? 
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Accolades Abound 
At Annual Assembly 


@ The weather remained cool, 
cloudy and rainy so the poolside 
wining and dining plans were 
transferred indoors at the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel and the an- 
nual meeting of the Chicago 
Chapter, June 14, 1960, went on 
as scheduled. 

Max Abramovitz FAIA, of 
New York, addressed us making 
one main point to not only re- 
member but to take advantage 
of if imagination and opportun- 
ity allow. He stated that the co- 
operative planning of ever en- 
larging areas is growing to a 
point where men trained or 
skilled in planning are becoming 
difficult to find. It follows that 
since we are trained in planning 
that we could be helpful in the 
groups and on the commissions 
that study metropolitan prob- 
lems. He pointed out our “self 
interest” by recalling how many 
fine structures have been erected 
without proper impact on the 
community because of lack of 
the broad viewpoint and ade- 
quate area planning. 

He was quite complimentary 
when speaking about Chicago 
and urged us individually and 
collectively through the various 
means of the AIA, to take a more 
active part in the over-all plan- 
ning which is molding for us the 
look of our future. 

Citations were given to our 
retiring Board Members, awards 
of merit to two IIT students, the 
first and second presidents of 
the WAL were introduced, a 
posthumous citation for Herbert 
S. Greenwald was given to Mrs. 
Greenwald, and an Honorary 
Associateship in the Chicago 
Chapter was accepted by 





Thomas H. Coulter, Chief Exec- 
utive Officer of the CACI. This 
is the highest award the Chap- 
ter can give a layman. 

Results of the annual election 
were announced with new 
Board Members to be McCurry, 
Mielke, and Herbert Sobel. 
Delegates to the AAI will be 
Rowe, Matthei, Picking and 
Ward. President Bachman an- 
nounced with regret the resig- 
nation from the Board of 
Marvin Probst due to business 
pressure, and the moving of Jim 
Wares to Tucson to establish a 
private practice. These two di- 
rectors will be replaced by ap- 
pointment, until the next elec- 
tion. 

We were favored by the 
attendance of several past pres- 
idents of the Chapter, the 
immediate past president and 
president of the Producer’s 
Council, E. Nigro and E. J. Du- 
cette, Mies van der Rohe, Com- 
missioner A. J. Bach, President 
R. J. Graham of the Chicago 
Building Congress, President W. 
Atkinson of the American Soci- 
ety of Landscape Architects, and 
President J. M. Davis of the 
Builders’ Association; a distin- 
guished list to be sure. 

One element cannot be over- 
looked because of the beauty 
and pleasure it lends to meetings 
of this sort. Many members and 
most of the guests were accom- 
panied by their wives, and we 
are wondering just how colorful 
the Chicago Chapter is without 
the WAL. A big bouquet is in 
order to this ladies’ organization 
and our best wishes to it under 
its second president, Mrs. Walter 
H. Sobel. O 
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Committee Reports - 1959 - 1960 


Problems, Problems, 
Problems 


by Duane Barr Rowe, Chairman 


Among the many and varied 
problems presented to this com- 
mittee during the past year were 
a few worthy of further consid- 
eration by next years committee: 

A magazine article by a chap- 
ter member with a plan avail- 
able for a nominal fee precipi- 
tated considerable discussion of 
the prevalent stock plan _busi- 
ness. There are many members 
who do not consider stock plans 
detrimental to the profession. 
Plan books and plans for sale 
through magazines are available 
on any news stand complete 
with AIA endorsement, although 
this is in direct conflict with the 
written policies of the Institute. 

We have condemned members 
for not adhering to our policies 
only to find lack of co-operation 
in this attitude from the Octagon. 

The possibility of stock plan 
use in residential architecture 
should be thoroughly investi- 
gated and some recommenda- 
tion presented to the Chapter 
and the Institute for revision or 
interpretation of the established 
policies. 


Ghosts 


We encountered some mem- 
bers who were practicing under 
a firm’s name, although the prin- 
cipals listed in the firm’s name 
were either deceased or retired. 
In some cases, architectural firms 
of high standing and reputation 
are being controlled by non- 
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architect members of the firm or 
corporation. This is a rather tick- 
lish area to probe into, but the 
committee feels that some policy 
should be established for such 


instances. 


Unfair Competition 


The committee became aware 
of several types of public and 
school building programs which 
were being promoted in a very 
“cloudy” and, we felt, unethical 
manner. A public body would 
retain an architect, have him 
prepare drawings, and pay him 
no fee until such time as the 
contract price came in at a 
rather arbitrary square foot fig- 
ure, or as in other cases, would 
defer his fee until the bonds 
were approved at some election. 

This forces the architect to 
perform his services without pay 
until the construction work be- 
gins. He is forced to become a 
banker. While a large firm might 
be able to perform under such 
a handicap, the small architect 
must go heavily in debt or else 
make no attempt at this type of 
work. This is not a healthy con- 
dition and we feel the Chapter 
should investigate this procedure 
and exert whatever pressures it 
can to rectify the situation. 


Publications — Always 
A Deadline 


* by D. Carr Whitehead, Editor 


First and foremost in discuss- 
ing INLAND ARCHITECT we want 
to commend our associate edi- 





tors for their excellent support. 
Adrian Lozano has been a sur- 
prisingly faithful source of pen 
and ink covers (aren’t they a de- 
light to behold last issue? ), plus 
his witty and pungent reviews 
of the world of art. He brings us 
a first hand view of the galleries 
and activities in the art world 
which helps us who are too dis- 
tant keep up with this phase of 
professional outpouring. 

Louis Fideler has kept us 
amused and informed about the 
Architect in Practice with his 
stories from actual office prac- 
tice. We understand Forum 
quoted a condensation of one of 
his works in their June issue, for 
which we thank them and him. 

Ed Verkler, of Verkler & Lins- 
man in the Peoria area has faith- 
fully given us thoughts and facts 
from the central Illinois area. 
This is good—for us to break our 
Chicago shells and hear from 
other areas. 

Excellent stories have been 
written by Bill Baker, telling us 
about O’Hare field, Ed Camp- 
bell on historic buildings, Tom 
Claridge about the FHA, Hans 
Friedman on the railroad con- 
solidation struggles, Joe Voska 
reported on the latest civic de- 
velopment in Toledo and Kala- 
mazoo. 

We had special issues — Sep- 
tember on color, March with the 
all-architect directory, and .May 
with honor awards. This issue 
carries all Chicago committee 
reports. 

And last and best of all has 
been the stimulating series by 
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Rea Esgar of Chicago Com- 
ments—covering a wide range of 
subjects with sharp observations 
and spice well mixed—and Bill 
Bachman’s presidential observa- 
tions, which are always thought 
provoking and encouraging. 

Behind the scenes has been 
some terrific effort by Ceil Gar- 
neau, especially on the directory 
issue, and Ellis Murphy who 
takes our editorial material and 
squeezes or expands it into good 
mag layouts. Without these two 
efficient characters, we wouldn't 
touch this job with a ten foot 
pole. 

Plans for next year include 
getting more state wide stories, 
an AIA directory, more architec- 
tural critiques and pictures, and 
more informational stories. It’s 
been a fun year and we hope 
you ve liked the results. 


The Architect-in-Training 


by William B. Cobb, Chairman 


The Architect-in-Training 
Program provides a means 
whereby candidates for registra- 
tion can keep a record of their 
office experience. For a fee of $5 
they are provided with a Log 
Book in which is kept a record 
as to the nature of their work 
(drafting, design, supervision, 
etc.,) the type of building 
worked on and its approximate 
dollar value. There is a place for 
the employer's signature on 
quarterly reports, and bar chart 
summaries covering three years. 

In addition the candidates re- 
ceive a Log Book Supplement 
which contains a listing of in- 
formation sources on building 
materials and construction meth- 
ods which alone is worth the ap- 
plication fee and would be valu- 
able to any practicing architect 
or specification writer. 

The value of this program can- 
not be fully established until it 
is known whether the State De- 
partment of Registration and 
Education will accept the Log 
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Books as evidence of experience. 
If not, the chief value to the 
candidate will be to provide him 
with a convenient form for ana- 
lyzing his own training—whether 
it has included all phases of 
architectural work or has been 
concentrated too much on draft- 
ing, for instance. 

In the two years of its exist- 
ence 17 men have enrolled in 
the Architect-in-Training Pro- 


gram within the Chicago Chap- » 


ter. The Committee has as yet 
developed no way of telling 
whether all the candidates are 
keeping up their Log Books. 


Architect-Contractor 
Liaison 


by Ralph Stoetzel, Chairman, 
Building Industry Affairs 


Improved relations between 
contractors and architects is the 
objective of the Building Indus- 
try Affairs Committee and this 
year tangible results were shown 
by the outstanding attendance 
at the joint meeting of the Chi- 
cago Builders’ Association (the 
Chicago Chapter of the Associ- 
ated General Contractors), and 
the Chicago Chapter, AIA, held 
at the Real Estate Board in 
March. 

This program was preceded 
by a series of meetings of the 
Chicago Chapter’s Committee 
and a committee of members of 
the Associated General Con- 
tractors. At these meetings 
typical problems, such as those 
outlined for the membership at 
the March meeting, were dis- 
cussed in some detail, and fre- 
quently a common ground was 
found. 

On the basis of a questionnaire 
prepared by committee member 
Earl Benedict and mailed to all 
contractors who attended the 
March meeting, through the as- 
sistance of Building Construction 
Illustrated, a guide has been ob- 
tained as to what types of prob- 





lems are of most concern. For 
example, the questionnaire re- 
vealed that contractors as well 
as architects are interested in 
determining. just what is an 
ethical bidding procedure. Prob« 
lems of holding original sub- 
bidders and pre-qualification of 
bidders are also matters of mu- 
tual concern. 

Supervision of the contractor 
by the architect is a matter of 
importance to architectural of- 
fices and the contractor—espe- 
cially in mechanical trades. The 
need for experienced supervisors 
on the architects’ staffs cannot 
be over-emphasized, according 
to the survey returns. 

The Building Industry Affairs 
Committee during the forthcom- 
ing year will be concerned 
basically with finding a way of 
communicating the conclusions 
reached by the joint committee 
discussions to the members of 
both groups. 

The plans include the devel- 
opment of a construction prac- 
tices manual that will be on 
hand in the offices of both the 
architect and the contractor 
which will give guidance and 
even policy on many matters of 
mutual interest. 


Planning Education 
For All 


by Matt Rockwell, AIA 


Pursuing a new policy of func- 
tional alignment of its member- 
ship, the Planning Committee 
developed two sections this year. 
The first section known as the 
Education subsection, and or- 
ganized primarily for members 
with little or no actual planning 
experience, as indicated by a 
special questionnaire, was di- 
rected by James Arkin, assisted 
by Ben Weese as secretary. The 
second section, designed to func- 
tion when civic issues require 
that a Chapter position be ex- 
pressed through the Committee, 
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remained under the direction of 
the Committee Chairman. 

The program of the Educa- 
tional subsection included the 
following: 

Improvement and Control of 
Landscape under the British 
Planning Authorities by Profes- 
sor Brian Hackett. 

What is wrong with Planning 
in Chicago, by Ruth Moore. 

Can Architect-Planners Ignore 
Economic Growth Studies, by 
Dr. Zarko Bilbija. 

In addition the work project 
of the Committee began in 1958- 
59 on the subject of Community 
Appearance, continued. This 
project was highlighted by a 
competition involving the design 
of objects which comprise, to a 
large extent, the framework for 
the appearance of our communi- 
ties, such as bus shelters and 
other street-side items, and co- 
sponsorship of the Urban De- 
sign Conference at Urbana 
jointly with the AIP and the 
ASLA. 

On civic issues, the Committee 
continued to be concerned with 
the Indiana Dunes situation. De- 
spite the setback to our interests 
in the form of the industrial 
construction which was begun in 
the Dunes area this year—well 
underway before this Committee 
became involved — efforts were 
continued to alert both Illinois 
and Indiana architects of the 
need for “comprehensive” rather 
than “piecemeal” planning in the 
Dunes area. 

The first major effort was in 
November 1959 when the Com- 
mittee organized the monthly 
Chapter Meeting and presented 
a panel on Regional Planning by 
Dr. G. H. T. Kimble, Head, De- 
partment of Geography, Univer- 
sity of Indiana and Mr. Thos. S. 
Bunsa, Executive Director of 
Purdue-Calumet Foundation. 
These speakers helped cast the 
proper perspective badly needed 
for the issue. 

The second effort came in 
May of 1960 when the Commit- 
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tee undertook the sponsorship 
with Paul Jernegan, of the Indi- 
ana Chapter, for a four-state 
committee on regional problems 
to be known as the Lake Michi- 
gan, Regional Planning Com- 
mittee. An early recognition of 
the fact that Wisconsin and 
Western Michigan will, in a few 
years if they do not now, share 
in a potential melange of physi- 
cal planning conditions, will do 
much to temper such negative 
conditions. 

Participation by us in such 
significant projects will do much 
to help the architect regain the 
lost position of leadership in the 
field where men like Daniel 
Burnham were once preeminent. 

The year’s activity would not 
have been possible without the 
assistance of Sam C. Sit as Sec- 
retary, and Wm. B. Baime as 
Public Relations Chairman, both 
of whom functioned magnifi- 
cently. 


Education Really 
Education 


by Daniel Brenner, Chairman 


The 1959-60 activity of the 
Education Committee can be 
summarized as follows: 
Refresher Course: 

50 enrolled; planning reduc- 
tion in classes by screening of 
applicants, two courses per year 
or 2 classes simultaneously. In- 
structors: Walter Sobel, Frank 
Kornacker and William Nach- 
man. 

Material Service Foundation 
Fellowship: 

Procedures initiated, architec- 
ture and engineering schools 
circularized and first award of 
$2,500 given to Chester Sprague, 
Arizona State University. 
Course for Architectural Drafts- 
men: 

. Suspended because of insuffi- 
cient enrollment. 

ACSA — AIA Summer Seminar 
for Teachers of Architecture: 








Continued support with scho- 
larships for area schools. 
Chicago Lighting Institute: 

Co-sponsored and participated 
in seminar for architects. 
Seminars for Architects. 

Planning seminar for coming 
year on cooperation of Consul- 
tants. 

Design: 

Continued discussions of tech- 
niques for evaluating contempo- 
rary architecture through devel- 
opment of statements by 
individual members of the com- 
mittee and group meetings with 
such guests as Hugh Duncan. 


Ten Lively Programs 
by Charles S. Catlin, Chairman 


The purpose behind the pro- 
grams for the year 1959-1960 
was to create a stronger profes- 
sional standing within the struc- 
tural network of the Chapter as 
well as in the eyes of the layman. 
Each meeting was set up to in- 
form the members of what the 
Profession of Architecture was 
doing for the members as well 
as those allied bodies affected by 
the Architects. 


REVIEW: 

September: Main purpose of 
this meeting was to let our 
Chapter members know what 
work the Architects Association 
of Illinois has been doing for the 
Chapter with the Illinois Build- 
ing Industry Alliance. Lee 
Mielke, President of the AAI and 
Charles Behrensmeyer, Central 
Chapter and others including 
the Chicago Chapter delegates 
throughout the planning worked 
with the program committee. 

October: Insight into the -In- 
land Building. Our credit for an 
informative meeting on how 
such a meeting can be prepared 
goes to the Owner, Inland Steel, 
and Architect Skidmore, Owing 
and Merrill. 

November: Without extensive 
development of our Chapter’s 
Planning Committee, Matt Rock- 
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well Chairman, and Bill Baime 
of the Program Committee and 
Planning Committee, our mem- 
bers would not have known the 
true story of the Industrial 
Growth in the Dunes Area. 

December: One of our most 
successful Christmas Parties was 
the result of many hours of plan- 
ning by the WAL. While this 
was a joint venture of the AIA 
and the WAL, our ladies should 
receive the roses. 

January: Jerrold Loebl FATA, 
Program Committee, invited Mr. 
Paul Schweikher as our guest to 
the meeting, at which time we 
honored the FAIA members of 
the Chapter. Mr. Paul McCurry, 
Program Committee, President 
of the Cliff Dwellers Club, and 
our new treasurer for the year 
1960-61 also had much to do 
with this successful meeting. 

February: The program com- 
mittee, working in conjunction 
with the Commission on Chi- 
cago Architectural Landmarks 
organized this meeting. Samuel 
A. Lichtmann FAIA, and mem- 
bers of the commission with our 
committee and our committee 
member Bill Baime give thanks 
to the following officers for their 
cooperation: Plan Commission— 
City of Chicago; Skidmore 
Owing and Merrill; Perkins and 
Will; Shaw Metz and Assoc.; 
Naess and Murphy; Holabird 
and Root, and Fugart, Burt Wil- 
kinson & Orth. 

March: Ralph Stoetzel and his 
Building Industry Affairs Com- 
mittee, working with the Pro- 
gram Committee and Earl Bene- 
dict AIA, Architectural Editor 
of “Building Construction Illus- 
trated,”. worked to bring about 
this joint meeting with the Asso- 
ciation of General Contractors. 
A capacity crowd at the Real 
Estate Board Headquarters en- 
joyed a lively debate. 

April: Taking the Architect 
to the site, the April Meeting 
was held on the campus of the 
University of Chicago to tour 
Eero Saarinen’s New Law Build- 


14 





ing. Mr. McCurry and Bill 
Weber represented our commit- 
tee. 

May: As a discipline of the 
Fine Arts, the Architects are al- 
ways striving to encourage the 
Allied Arts through the Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago. This meeting 
was aptly handled by Mr. Bill 
Weber and Mr. Paul McCurry, 
Program Committee. 

June: The Program Commit- 
tee Council Chairman, Dick 
Bennett invited our final meeting 
guest Mr. Max Abromovitz from 
New York to close our joint 
meeting with the WAL and our 
1959-60 year of meetings. 


SUGGESTIONS: 


This committee feels it is 
necessary to have a location of 
merit for the majority of the 
years meetings such as their 
own Chapter Club Rooms. 

Banquet for newly licensed 
Architects. Possible guest—Vera 
Binks. (This was on the agenda 
for this season but was not ful- 
filled since it had not been de- 
termined how special funds for 
the expense of this program 
would be handled under present 
committee appropriations. ) 

Select other Chapter Commit- 
tees throughout the forthcoming 
years to achieve the professional 
approach to Architecture. Law 
in Architecture, Ethics, Business 
Seminars, etc. 

Joint meeting with the Pro- 
fessional Engineers to define 
boundries of operations. 


Research “Winds-Up” 
Building Cost Manual 


by Wilson Connell, Jr., Chairman 


Publication and distribution 
of the Building Cost Manual, a 
project of the Research Commit- 
tee for the past several years in 
cooperation with the Appraisers 
Division of the Chicago’ Real 
Estate Board, has now been suc- 
cessfully terminated. 

Under the able leadership of 
J. Stewart Stein, AIA, who gen- 





erously contributed many hours 
of his professional time to gath- 
ering and editing much tech- 
nical and financial material, ‘the 
Manual became a reality. 
Howard T. Fisher, AIA, and his 
staff were also instrumental in 
its success. For the Appraisers 
Division, the leadership in the 
project was provided by Messrs. 
Reynolds and Svoboda. 

The Building Cost Manual 
was a unique joint venture of 
the Chicago Chapter of the AIA 
and the Chicago Real Estate 
Board; a friendly, cooperative, 
mutually informative and finan- 
cially profitable venture. It had 
its inception in 1935 when the 
Real Estate Board sponsored an 
appraiser’s estimating manual, 
prepared by a Mr. Fuehrer, 
based on his own experience. 
When published, it proved to be 
much in demand and was quite 
successful. This was extensively 
revised in 1949 by Mr. Reynolds. 
Later it occurred to the Apprais- 
ers Committee that Architects, 
with their first-hand knowledge 
of actual buildings costs, might 
be capable and willing to pro- 
vide this specific information 
and join in preparing a docu- 
‘ment mutually beneficial; one 
which might also be in demand 
by students, estimators, and 
others engaged in making pre- 
dictions or establishing values. 

The matter was broached to 
the officers of the Chicago Chap- 
ter AIA, who considered it fav- 
orably. An operating agreement 
was then drawn up which called 
for furnishing capital on an equal 
share basis with the Chicago 
Real Estate Board, furnishing 
talent on a voluntary and equal 
basis, and dividing any profits 
that might accrue, also on an 
equal share basis. Within the 
Chapter the responsibility was 
then delegated to the Joint Com- 
mittee on Building Costs and 
later to the Research Commit- 
tee. 

A plan for gathering, coordi- 
nating and recording data was 
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devised and questionnaires were 
circularized to all members of 
the Chapter by mail. The ques- 
tionnaires covered a number of 
typical building types, those 
for which information appeared 
most common at the time. The 
response was encouraging, and 
the Manual began to take shape 
under the guidance of the tabu- 
lating team which used Mr. 
Fisher’s office as its headquar- 
ters. 


Wiley Publishes 


After strenuous work by Mr. 
Stein, and many conferences 
with the publisher, an agree- 
ment was reached with John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc. of New York 
City for publication of the 
Manual. It subsequently ap- 
peared on the market in 1957 
and sold at a cost of $15.00 per 
copy. Altogether, some 4500 cop- 
ies were sold at this price. 

With the passage of time, it 
was noted that some of the in- 
formation contained in the Man- 
ual tended to become dated. The 
Appraisers Committee of the 
Real Estate Board sought to 
remedy this, by urging the Re- 
search Committee to prepare 
supplementary sheets which 
might be issued from time to 
time. After considering this care- 
fully, the Research Committee 
came to the conclusion that such 
a service was not commensurate 
with the voluntary nature of the 
Committee, and was more the 
kind of thing that would require 
an employed staff to make it ef- 
fective. Since other cost data 
services, commercially operated, 
are available, it was concluded 
that our Building Cost Manual 
should become a text which 
would establish a base for com- 
parative costs as of the date of 
publication, and provide meth- 
ods for computing costs from 
known market data available 
elsewhere. 

Accordingly, Mr. Sonnen- 
schein, Chairman of the Ap- 
praisers Division, undertook to 
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negotiate with John Wiley & 
Sons for closing the account and 
purchasing the remaining undis- 
tributed books. After consider- 
able joint discussion as to the 
most effective way to handle 
this, it was finally agreed that 
the Real Estate Board would 
purchase the books from Wiley, 
and put them into storage here 
in Chicago, and that we would 
also turn over our remaining 
copies (about 100) to the Real 
Estate Board. The agreement be- 
tween the Chicago Chapter AIA 
and the Chicago Real Estate 
Board would then be dissolved 
and the proceeds from all sales, 
up to the date of dissolution, 
equally distributed. This was 
satisfactorily brought about at a 
meeting held May 3, 1960, at- 
tended by Mr. Reynolds, Mr. 
Svoboda, Mr. Sonnenschein, Mr. 
Mandel and Miss Downey for 
the Real Estate Board, and Mr. 
Bachman, Mr. Wares and the 
writer for the Chicago Chapter 
AIA. The expressions of har- 
mony and mutual esteem at this 
meeting were indeed good 
omens for the future relationship 
between our two societies and 
the project was terminated as 
one of the most successful the 
Chapter has yet undertaken. 

The material benefits from our 
experimental joint venture are a 
net profit of somewhat over 
$4,000.00, and a Manual which 
will be a reference book for 
many years to come. 

Students and members of the 
profession who have not already 
obtained copies of the Building 
Cost Manual, may do so by call- 
ing Miss Downey at the Chicago 
Real Estate Board offices ( phone 
—CEntral 6-4688), who will 
make the necessary arrange- 
ments. The book is a valuable 
document containing much 
source material, especially use- 
ful for those who may be un- 
familiar with estimating tech- 
niques. There is no restriction on 
its sale to anyone who may be 
interested. 





Inland Art 





Art criticism, like its object, 
cannot be acquired or learned as 
though it were a grammar. The 
prevalent error in academic and 
scholarly circles is the belief that 
this singular faculty is a simple 
matter of exposure which, like 
the development of fine taste, 
will in time and to a greater or 
lesser degree in the individual 
concerned, enable anyone to dis- 
tinguish the truth from fraudu- 
lence. 

The British are particularly 
adept at this pseudo-sensitive 
type of mental manipulation. 
They have, during the course of 
a century, erected a substantial 
framework for the current pur- 
blind system of art criticism. 
this inflexible institution is the 
repository of frustrated, ambi- 
tious exiles from the creative 
world. Being unable to survive 
in the rarified atmosphere of 
creative activity, perhaps realiz- 
ing their lack of this elusive in- 
gredient, they choose to turn 
their efforts toward the un- 
healthy exercise of verbal voy- 
eurism. 

The high priests of this hagi- 
ocracy, Roger Fry, Herbert Read 
and Clive Bell have been able to 
make significant contributions 
through meaty tractates which 
could not help but include the 
heroes of the late 19th century. 
The lower orders are relegated 
to the massive production of an 
obscene journalistic gossip which 
spills out of the slick art maga- 
zines, obscuring the few valid 
essays which occasionally appear 
in those periodicals. Newspaper 
art critics are absolutely value- 
less. 


Can’‘t Escape Critics 


In addition to the professional 
critics these literary latitudes 
have, in recent times, attracted 
the not unsizable segment of col- 
lectors and gallery owners. Again 
solely because of their contact 
which is almost totally commer- 
cial, these speculators are digni- 
fied by the inviolable stature of 
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critics. Even the established 
painters themselves cannot es- 
cape the current compulsion for 
expression in the printed as well 
as plastic form. Because of their 
position their word is readily re- 
spected even though they them- 
selves are ready to admit their 
inability to judge their own 
works. 

Knowledge of and constant 
exposure to current movements 
and the history of art is, of 
course, essential to valid art 
criticism. In the past, when the 
academy held sway, this was the 
only requirement and many of 
man’s highest achievements were 
brushed aside as primitive and 
unsophisticated. The complex 
and intensely introverted con- 
cepts inherent in today’s art 
forms cannot be judged by those 
obsolete scholarly methods. The 
true art critic, like the true 
painter, is a creative person 
whose prescience and sensitiv- 
ity is an immanent component 
of his personality and, like the 
artist, is able to nurture and de- 
velop his talent through contact 
and knowledge. The artist can- 
not be taught to become an 
artist. He can only be taught to 
paint and to know his tools. The 
art critic similarly enhances his 
tastes and sensitivities through 
sophistication but does not ac- 
quire his natural éndowments 
through education. 

It remains as difficult to dis- 
tinguish the quality or ingredi- 
ent which permits the one to see 
while the other can only guess, 
as it is to pinpoint the compo- 
nent in a work of art which 
distinguishes it from being only 
a painting, a piece of sculpture, 
a building, a play or a novel. 


Constant Confusion 


The new visual landscape 
desperately requires the guid- 
ance of the genuine critic, for 
already the chaos of divergent 
schools and movements seems 
inextricably mired in a mass of 
indigestible verbiage. The evils 
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of this disorder abound and 
perpetuate a constant confusion 
in a society perhaps finally ready 
to accept the artist. 

Museum directors and editors 
must accept a large measure of 
the blame for this deterioration; 
the editors for their ignorance 
and commercial predilection, 
the museum and gallery officials 
for their irresponsibility in addi- 
tion to the faults attributed to 
the editors. Although it is true 
that the published word reaches 
and effects a greater number, it 
is through the galleries and mu- 
seums that the artist ultimately 
confronts the public with his 
product. It is through this 
agency that the critic himself 
can appraise and evaluate. 
Hence, it behooves the officials 
of these institutions to exercise 
their responsibilities with extra- 
ordinary care and wisdom. This, 
of course, is rarely done. 

Specifically, in the area of a 
judged exhibition the determi- 
nation of the individuals who 
will judge the entries and select 
those to be exhibited requires 
particular discrimination. Juries 
as well as curators and depart- 
ment heads functioning within 
these institutions are categori- 
cally critics. Juries must possess 
the inherent gift of artistic in- 
sight if they are to function with 
maximum utility for the cultural 
good of the arts and society. 

The uneveness, vapidity and 
generally confused accumulation 
of styles, manners and _tech- 
niques which is the current 63rd 
Annual Exhibition by Artists of 
Chicago and Vicinity at the Chi- 
cago Art Institute is a splendid 
example of the sort of obtuse 
judgment described above. This 
is not unusual for this organiza- 
tion, which should represent the 
highest levels of achievement in 
the middlewest. If the judges, 
two gallery directors from the 
east and a west coast painter, 
had a point of view in their se- 
lection, it seems to have been 
one of choosing for the general 





public the least controversial 
and mildest examples of eclectic 
expression. The paintings, draw- 
ings, prints and sculpture which 
were chosen to augment the 
otiose atmosphere of the re- 
cently remodeled Gunzalus Hall 
are as disappointing as their en- 
vironment. Safe and “accept- 
able” examples of all the current 
voguish manners are on display. 
Monster School works in a pol- 
ished but much diluted form ex- 
hibiting only the worst features 
of that school have been errone- 
ously singled out by the exalted 
jurors as valid forms. From the 
abundance of cautiously con- 
servative abstract and “pretty” 
abstract expressionist works it is 
evident that a consistent lack of 
all sensitivity was in operation 
during the jurying. If this was 
not the case, it can only be as- 
sumed that unprincipled deci- 
sions were consciously made at 
the time. The constant failure 
of juries in the majority of our 
museums is particularly griev- 
ous today. Simply because 
through an acquired sophistica- 
tion he knowingly avoids a sen- 
timental “buckeye” and instead 
nods sagely toward the slick new 
abstract work, the juror feels he 
has kept pace with the creative 
painter by means of some arcane 
formula known only to him. Ob- 
viously no formula can ever be 
the means of discriminating be- 
tween a work of art and a clever 
painting. 

Without question the function 
of such an Annual should be one 
of fearless discovery, experi- 
mental probing of new areas and 
the presentation of an over- 
whelming impact. Error is not 
inadmissible if a worthy level 
can be achieved. Security can 
only ossify creativity and dis- 
courage the vitality of the artis- 
tic community. The creative per- 
son is dependent upon and 
complemented by the creative 
critic who, in turn, remains the 
sole bridge between the artist 
and the world. —Adrian Lozano 
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Chicago 
AIA 


Comment 





a column about AIA Chicago Chapter 
matters and members by R. Rea 
Esgar, AIA. 


Your “Inland Architect” has 
again been quoted by a national 
magazine. This time it was the 
April article about the Archi- 
tect’s association with the work- 
men at the job that caught the 
attention of the Forum’s editors, 
and a condensed version appears 
on page 174 of their June issue. 

The last time we had a na- 
tional quote was Jack Train’s 
article on fees. Good work does 
not always go unrecognized but 
too often unrewarded. 

O 

To say that the American In- 
stitute of Architects is against 
advertising is a misstatement 
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without some explanation. Our 
position in regard to this facet 
of ethical practice cannot be 
summed up in any such one sen- 
tence pronouncement. Each one 
of us, our Chapters, our state 
organizations and the AIA na- 
tionally, is increasingly aware 
of and sensitive to the role of 
advertising in a sound public 
relations program and from time 
to time pronouncements have 
been issued to clarify questions 
raised, so that now there need 
be no question of what the indi- 
vidual or organization “can or 
cannot” do and remain in con- 
formance with ethical standards. 

A Chapter or state organiza- 
tion can advertise as a group 
pointing out the services ren- 
dered by Architects and the 
advantages in using them. A 
group of Architects in a geo- 
graphical or political subdivision 
of a Chapter can advertise in 
the same way providing it is 
clearly stated that all AIA mem- 
bers of the area participated or, 
if names are listed, the listing be 
complete or if not sponsored by 
all members, it is so stated. This 
subgroup advertising should 
have Chapter approval. 

O 


The individual or firm cannot 
advertise in the popular sense 
of the word but there are many 
things they can do. They can 
prepare, pay for and cause to be 
printed, an office brochure fea- 
turing their organization, their 
work and their clients. They can 
distribute this brochure among 
their clients or submit it to pos- 
sible clients when asked for as 
an office history or record, but 
they cannot distribute this same 
brochure indiscriminately. This 
brochure when broadcast be- 
comes objectionable advertising 
and the Architect or firm that 
allows it to be done has caused 
his own judgment and good 
taste to be suspect. 

Occasionally a well-meaning 
or job creating public relations 
man will reduce the brochure 
to a “newsletter” and issue it 
every few months for the Archi- 
tect. In most of these cases, it’s 
amazing how large the Archi- 
tect’s circle of personal friends 











and clients suddenly becomes, 
and the effort backfires since it 
it obvious that this newsletter 
is a job of selling for which there 
must be a need in the Archi- 
tect’s office. These minor efforts 
are pathetically humorous until 
they come into the hands of one 
of our own. established clients, 
then for you and me they 
become serious advertising and 
should be discouraged. Office 
brochures must be factual, in 
good taste, and be distributed 
wisely if they are to escape com- 
monness and be effective. 


O 


Too many of us forget the job 
sign crediting the Architect. 
Don't forget that this sign can 
be a part of the general job sign 
furnished by the contractor and 
included in the general contract 
in the original specifications. We 
haven't progressed to a point 
where we need not remind the 
public that the job had an Archi- 
tect and someone just may 
remember that the Architect’s 
name was ours. 


O 


A difficult decision in adver- 
tising comes when the Architect 
is asked to take a small “box” ad 
in the program celebrating the 
opening of his new building. In 
these cases where the cost may 
run from 25 dollars up, it is far 
better to make the good will 
contribution than to advertise. 
The Architect’s name can and 
should be in evidence elsewhere 
in the program and this can be 
assured if those publishing the 
program are made aware of the 
situation. 

A few years ago on one of our 
out-of-state projects opening day 
was to be celebrated by a spe- 
cial edition of the local news- 
paper and we were asked for 
an ad. After some consideration, 
we did let the ad go in but it 
read: “The Architect congratu- 
lates the City and the owner 
upon the completion of this fine 
addition to the Community.” I 
still don’t know for sure, whether 
it was ethical or not but I be- 
lieve it was. It called attention 
to the fact that the structure 
had an Architect, it didn’t men- 
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tion his name, it wasn’t self-lau- 
datory and if anyone was inter- 
ested, the Architect’s name could 
be found elsewhere in the paper. 
This may be one solution but as 
far as I know, wiser heads than 
mine have not ruled on this par- 
ticular advertising technique. 
O 

One example of effective 
public relations was given us 
recently when Perkins and Will 
celebrated their 25th Anniver- 
sary. The celebration took place 
at one of their prize winning 
building groups and consisted 
of a reception, food, drinks and 
most important to our discus- 
sion here, a display of their 
work. I do not know the extent 
of the invitation list but neither 
do I know of anything unethical 
about an Architect having an 
“Open House” by invitation. 
To prove how effective such ac- 
tivity is and how unaware most 
of us are of the subtleties of 
sound public relations practices, 
need I mention that without that 
celebration their office name 
would probably not have been 
mentioned here? Professional 
people just may not relish public 
relations programs but the busi- 
ness man knows the advantages 
and who among us is ready to 
deny that there’s a business side 
to the practice of architecture? 

O 

Frankly, our own “Inland 
Architect” is an internal public 
relations effort if such contra- 
dictory words as “internal” and 
“public” can be understood. We 
try to print articles and ads of 
interest and help to Architects 
and in so doing keep them 
aware of their professional or- 
ganization and what it is doing 
for them. Our advertisers be- 
lieve in talking directly to us 
Architects through our own pub- 
lication and whether they get 
inquiries about their products 
or not, their names are before us 
and this fact is an element in 
their own public relations efforts. 
Why not make it a habit to read 
our ads and find out just who 
these firms are that show so 
much regard for our influence 
and position as Inland Archi- 
tects? 





ADDENDUM 


Men on the Go 


RONALD S. RYNER, formerly Di- 
rector of Region 5 of the Struc- 
tural Clay Products Institute, 
with offices in Chicago, has been 
appointed Executive Secretary 
of the Construction Specifica- 
tions Institute. 

Announcement of the appoint- 
ment was made by CSI Presi- 
dent Glen Abplanalp after a 
meeting of the National Board 
of Directors of CSI in Chicago. 
Ryner will succeed George 
Lamb of California, who has re- 
signed to enter private practice. 


RUSSELL J. BARRY, formerly a 
member of The Charles Bruning 
Company's Chicago staff, has 
been appointed district super- 
visor for a new district sales and 
service office in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 

Located at 3011 Madison 
Street S.E., the building has 
4,700 square feet of space. It 
contains a large display and 
demonstration area for diazo- 
type copying machines and re- 
lated equipment. 


Wight and Associates, Archi- 
tects and Engineers, announced 
the appointment of ROBERT G. 
WASSON, AIA, as an associate. The 
firm is located at 935 Curtiss 
Street, Downers Grove, Illinois. 


New Building Report 
Published 


The City of Chicago has re- 
leased the Annual Report of the 
Department of Buildings for 
1959. Containing comparative 
highlights of the fiscal year, in- 
spection statistics, distribution of 
income and appropriations, plus 
various performance data, the 
pamphlet can be obtained by 
writing to GEORGE L. RAMSEY, AIA, 
Commissioner of Buildings. 


Largest Folding 
Partitions Ever Made 


The folding partitions to be 
installed in the Chicago Metro- 
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politan Fair and Exposition Cen- 
ter are reported to be the largest 
ever made. The building, de- 
signed by Alfred Shaw & Asso- 











chy 


with aluminum, is composed of 


four individual partitions. They 
contain 132 moving doors, each 
door 5’0” wide x 40’0” high. 


ciates, will be completed the 
latter part of this year. 

The interior will be divided 
into three major areas by two 
automatic electric folding parti- 
tions 42’0” high x 3400” long. 
Made by Torjesen, Inc., of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., each of these 
partitions, 4” thick and faced 






Competition for a New 
Library “On the Old Sod” 


A competition open to all 
architects authorized to practice 
in their own country, who are 
members of a recognized archi- 
tectural institute or society, has 
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been announced by Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin. Entries will be ac- 
cepted from firms or other asso- 
ciations of architects formed for 
the purpose of the competition. 

Copies of the competition con- 
ditions and the official registra- 
tion form may be obtained on 
application to the Competition 
Registrar, Trinity College, Dub- 
lin, Ireland. A deposit of 5 
pounds (or $14.00) must be sent 
with such application. This de- 
posit will be refunded after pub- 
lication of the awards to all 
architects who have submitted 
a bona fide design, and to archi- 
tects who have returned the 
conditions before 31 December, 
1960. 





Gypsum Partition 
Systems 


Two gypsum partition systems 
for commercial use, the 2” Solid 
and Double-Solid Partition Sys- 
tem, have been made available 
by United States Gypsum Com- 
pany. The assemblies are re- 
ported to be lighter than most 
masonry or plaster partitions of 
comparable thickness and _ fire 
resistance. 

The 2” Solid Partition is de- 
signed to divide space within a 
living unit, and is available in 8, 
9, 10, and 12 foot lengths, weigh- 
ing as little as 8.5 Ibs./sq. ft. 
It provided an average sound 
transmission loss of 36 decibels, 
and a 1% to 2 hour fire resist- 
ance rating depending on the 
type of facings used. The 2 hour 
fire rating was obtained with 
1%” Sheetrock Firecode facings 
laminated to the coreboard. 

The Double-Solid Partition, 
weighing approximately 12.5 
Ibs./sq. ft., is for party and cor- 
ridor walls or to enclose me- 
chanical services. In party or 
corridor walls two units of core- 
board are spaced apart a mini- 
mum of 14%”, thereby achieving 
a 46 decibel rating, while in the 
service walls units are spaced as 
needed to accommodate serv- 
ices. A 2 hour fire resistance rat- 
ing was obtained in this system 
with metal runners and 44” regu- 
lar Sheetrock gypsum wallboard 
facings. 
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